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An Analysis of Success and Failure Factors in the Employment of
International Students: A Case Study of Employment Support at a
Private University in Japan

Yu DUAN, Qiujing PAN, Noboru MIYOSHI

Abstract

This study examines a private university in Japan (Y University) case study to compare suc-
cessful and unsuccessful employment cases of international students and identify the key factors
influencing employment outcomes. The findings reveal that enhanced individual support, improved
Japanese language proficiency, strengthened industry research, and active utilization of internships
contribute to employment success. Conversely, a lack of consultation opportunities, insufficient in-
dustry research, and inadequate Japanese language skills were the primary factors leading to em-
ployment failure. Notably, the presence or absence of continuous career support played a signifi-
cant role in determining the success of international students  job-hunting efforts.

This study provides empirical evidence on the concrete impact of university career support and
offers insights into the future direction of such support initiatives. Future research should incorpo-
rate employment support cases for international students of diverse nationalities and consider per-
spectives from employers to establish a more comprehensive framework for international student

support.

Keywords: international students, career support, job placement guidance, Japan
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